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2025 MISACC Events

August 21-22 Lighthouse Tour Ludington, Mi
Regarding this season’s Lighthouse Tour, Steve and Mary Jane Gould graciously have been

doing research for a tour on the west side of the state. Steve wanted to know everyone'’s level
of interest of certain areas along the coast to determine where to start and finish, and what
areas we may want to avoid (e.g., Petosky and Traverse City due to heavy vacation traffic).
After a good discussion, it was agreed to make our starting point in Ludington. The thought is
for all to depart their homes on Thursday, August 21 in order to meet at a certain time in Lud-
ington to visit the Ludington North Breakwater lighthouse. There is about a 172 mile walk
down the pier to see the lighthouse up close and if you wish, climb it for $8 per adult. After
that, we would drive up the coast to Manistee where we would be spending the night at the
new Hampton Inn on the beach. Steve will look into getting a block of rooms there for our
group. On Friday, August 22, we would continue up the coast to visit a couple more lighthous-
es as time permits. Then, travel across the top of the mitten toward Mackinaw City. Steve and
Mary Jane will have a more complete itinerary in the coming weeks.

August 23 Corvette Crossroads Mackinaw City, Mi
Pre-registration required www.mackinawchamber.com

Note: Rivera Motel is sold out (previously the motel of choice)
Options: Lighthouse View Motel, 699 North Huron Ave. (231-216-3035)
American Boutique Inn, 517 North Huron Ave (231-322-7579)
Contact: Tom Gamache tsgama22@comcast.net or Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net

October 4/5 or 11/12 Fall Color Tour TBD

December 6 MISACC Christmas Luncheon Aubree’s Grill, Dexter, Mi

Optional events of interest provided for information only

May 31 Capital City Old Car Club LCC Campus West, Lansing
June 15 Father’s Day Car Show Charlton Park, Hastings, Ml
June 15 Eyes On Design Ford Home, Grosse Pointe
Shores

July 20 Gilmore Museum Best of Bowties—Corvette and Camaro Hickory Corners, Ml

July 26 Corvettes America Show Clarkston, Ml

August 3 Troy Traffic Jam Columbia Center, Troy, Mi
August 13 Corvette Flag Display M1 Concourse > see page 4



An invitation to all SACC members whether or not you are members of SACC Michigan Chapter:

The Michigan Chapter is continuing the series of weekend Lighthouse Tours.
There are 129 Lighthouses; as you know, we are not short of destinations. Just your interest to drive...

The tours allow SACC Members to join us for a day or two when they (or their car) are comfortable. See
page for Lighthouse map of Michigan.

Michigan Lighthouse Tour #4 will be a 3-4 day road tour beginning is Ludington/Manistee with Corvette
Crossroads in Mackinaw City as the destination as described below.

Our tentative plan is for everyone to meet at 3:00 pm in Ludington on Thursday, August 21st, at Steans
Park on the beach in Ludington. The Ludington’s North Breakwater Light (pg. 7) is across the sand and at
the end of the breakwater. Lots of parking there. After an hour or so there (and we have everyone!) we
are going to proceed to Manistee (35 mi/30 minutes) to the Hampton Inn-Beachfront (101 S Lakeshore Dr.
Manistee, 231-299-1096, Group Code : C-ACC) After checking in there, we will meet for dinner TBD, or
have Hampton Inn set up for us in their upstairs restaurant. We can watch the sunset from that restaurant,
or in the bar downstairs.

Friday, we are going to tour 3 lighthouses going north to Empire: 1) The North Pierhead Light (pg. 7) in
Manistee. 2) the North Breakwater Light in Frankfort (pg. 8) (Both are at the end of a pier across the
beach). Then onward to 3) the Point Betsie Lighthouse (pg. 8) This one is on land and has facilities.

This route will take us through Manistee, then along Lakeshore Drive onto M22. From there through On-
ekama and Arcadia on M22. The goal would be to end up in Empire around noon or 1:00pm, and have box
lunches (which we can pick up locally) at the Empire City Park looking towards Sleeping Bear Dunes.

That’s it for the lighthouses!

Then we deadhead East on US131 almost up to Petosky, and then take the back roads around Petosky
(River Road, I think), and then over to the old Mackinaw Trail, and into Mackinaw City. This path has a lot
of twists and turns, but allows us to avoid downtown Petosky. It is not fastest.35 This portion of the tour is
realistically 3+ hours of driving, approx. 140 miles.

Continued on page 4

3 Don’t forget our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com



For those who chose to drive to West Michigan a day earlier and arrive on Wednesday, 8/20, there are a
couple of scenarios you might want to consider:

1) Drive to Ludington, and stay in Ludington. Lots of chain hotels in Ludington. Pick one you like or have
points for. There is a beachfront hotel adjacent from Stearns Park: Snyders Shoreline Inn. Lakeview
rooms there are $224/night. It's a classic old-school up-north motel.

2) Or drive to Manistee, and stay at the Hampton Inn. That way you can unpack once for a two-night
stay. This is a very nice hotel!

Depending on interest, we can organize group rides and dinners for Wednesday night, and Thursday till
the rest of the group gets here Thursday afternoon. Options include:

1) Drive out through the sand dunes to Ludington State Park, and take the 1.5 mile walk to Big Sable Point Light-
house. Or, if that's too much walking, instead, tour this spectacular State Park. (State Park endorsement, or
Day-Use fee required.)

2) Watch the famous SS badger (car ferry) come into Ludington Harbor at 6:15 pm or so. This is always a spectacle.

3) Other local tours.

The distance between Manistee and Ludington is a leisurely and picturesque 35 minute/30 Mile drive, and both

cities are equidistant from SE Michigan in diving time and miles. So, do what you want to do! If you do plan to

come early, please announce your intention.

Steve and Mary Jane have offered local guidance, and would be happy to coordinate the early-arrivers’ activities.

(stevegould@outlook.com 616-292-4929)

For additional see pages 6-9.

Don’t forget our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com
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For those who may not have attended Corvettes Crossroads in Mackinaw City:
Corvette Crossroads show is Saturday followed at 7:00 pm by the Mackinac Bridge Parade—36th Annuals

Registration and information is available on www.mackinawchamber.com

Sunday is a day of rest, site seeing, a trip to Mackinac Island, or returning home or staying the night.

Monday when the traffic on |-75 is much less is best for returning south

This requires three nights in Mackinaw City. So plan ahead.
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98 Ludngron North Broakwater

Ludington’s North Breakwater Light has been
ankad 33 the &1 Lghthouse 0 visit in Michigan

This iconic ghthouse. Iocated at the end of

Wdington Avenue. 15 accessibie from Stearms Park

T3 2 focal pont within the community. and 3 great

D

RACR 10 watch the sunset! VeRors and locals erydy
waliong the long outer break wal (3 mie-long
round tnip) leading out 10 the ight. This location
provides a dose look at the S5 Badger cadmny as
R Cruises from its home port 1o Cross Lake
Michigan from Ludington 1o Manitowod, and

back During open hours, visitors can Cimb the 53

teps 10 the 109 of the North Srealowater Light

Hours: Tuesdav-Sundav. 10am-5om May 23 -September 3, 2023.

¢ icon of the Victonan Port City is

the North Prerhead Lighthouse located Detween the 1t

Street and Sth Avenue beaches of Manistee. Many Michsgan

The most symbol

PHhOUses Semolahed thee Catwalks when the ights
became electnfied. 50 Manistes s Catwalk is 2 rare sight. In
the late 10208, after eX1entve D renOvations, the 0id oy

sgnal buliding was repiaced by the present structure

AINANG watch over Lake Machugan waters, Manitee s
North Perhead Lighthouse welcomes Dosters inmto R
RDOr, and 15 3 remunder OF Manstee's 9reat mantime

T

Qi




c//;”/(l/if

Lighthouse € Tour

Frankfort North Breakwater Light A visit to the charming city of Frankfort in Benzie County
wouldn't be complete without a trip to the Frankfort

North Breakwater Light. The current light was
constructed in 1912 and placed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 2005. Standing 44 feet tall, the light
is placed on top of a2 25-foot-tall square steel base. The
cast iron lantern room, which is surrounded by a gallery,
originally contained a fifth order Fresnel lens that was
upgraded to a fourth order Fresnel lens. Located on the
west side of downtown Frankfort, you can walk the
breakwater out to the lighthouse, and fish off the pier.

POINT BETSIE LOGHTHOUSE

feet tall, but with the height of the
dune it towers 52 feet above the
water line. Point Batsie was the last
lighthouse on the Great Lakes to be
manually serviced and was fully
automated in 1983. The light could
originally be spotted as far away as
27.5 miles with the Fourth Order
Fresnel Lens it came equippad with.
Upon automation the Fresnel Lens
was replaced with a Vegs VRB-25
system, which has a range of 15-22 miles. Today Point Betsie stands in quiet testimony to the many
keepers who maintained the light while their wives maintained the houseshold, tended gardens, and
watched their children playfully explore the dunes. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
and manned for 106 years, Point Betsie offers a fascinating visit to history buffs and those who just
want to relax. Sporting the same paint scheme the lighthouse had in the 1940s, it has been preserved
and is cared for by “The Friends of Point Betsie Lighthouse”. If visiting Frankfort, or Sleeping Bear
Dunes in Benzie County, make sure to visit this historic lighthouse. Wander the grounds, explore the
accompanying fog station, stroll the beach, or have a family picnic.
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Lighthouses and navigation lights circle the Great Lakes. This map shows only lights in Michigan.
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CORVETTE CROCCROADS AUTO SHOW

~Raogiztration Form=~

404 Byuth Hurun Svenuo
Mackinaw City, Michigan - August 23, 2025

36th Annua]

Mame:
Address
: Cliy: State: Zipr
AUTO SHOW Club Affiliation: (if any}) Phoge:
Mackinaw City -, -
Michigan Epsail: Cell:

RELEASE: | accept and assume tull lmbility for any injury to me or my property, agenls or emplovees at anytime, froom any cause in connection with this
event. | agree 1o assume the nsk of any and all damage/injury and te indemnify and hald harmless Village of Mackmaw, Mackinac Bridge Authorsty,
Odawa Casino Mackinaw, the Greater Mackinaw City Chamber of Commerce, Arnold Transnt, Company, and Michigan DNE, ni= officers, directors,
agents, emplovess and chapters for any acts or omissions which may result i the theft, damage or destroction of my propecty ar mpury bome ar others
during the show. 1 agree o proside and pay bor my own mserance. MO REFUNDS;, RATN OR SHINE

Signature:
b AWARD CLASSES
DASH PLATES GUARANTEED ONLY TO THE FIRST 200 REEGISTERED YETTES Cl: 1953 . 1962
« All Cars must be registered/checked in and on display by 10 a.m. Mo late entries. O 6% - 1967
« Friends & clubs that want to park together must arrive together. Mo savings spais. Ch 1968 - 1982
« Event Kegistered cars only on event property! Thank you for your cooperation! C-:I' 1984 - 1996
Automaohile Information: O% 1997 - 3004
Year: Body Style: HP- Cdar: Gk M. 3003
Cr: 2004 - 2009

Class Stock: Maodihied: Full Maodified: CE MO0 - Present
Mote any spedal accommodations:

fi.e., handicap accessilbility, rraifer, ot ) Cl: 1953 - 1962 Modified
{lass dstinction is at the discretzon of athcials. Please register i appropnate class. Ch 1963 - 1967 Modified

1 1968 - 1982 Moditied
1 1964 - 1996 Moditied
1 1997 - 204 Moditied

ETOCK: Ornginal, delivered factory appearance and condition. T3
4
L
Ch: 2005 - 2003 Modified
L)
&

MODIFIED: { Medifications thal change the oiihward appeanmice of the veleicle. )

Examples may include: custom pazet or custom hoods.

FULL MODMFIED: Anything goes!

: Mold - 2009 Modified

1 MM - Present Modified
1955 - Present Full

1= = 3 Place in each stock class Modifed

1%, 2 PMlace award in modihed & tull modibed class.

AWARDS: All judging = Show Participants anly! The club with the mast registered Veltes wins award.
Regstered Vette that travels the larthest wins awards.

Aty Pre- Registration by 8/1/25 520,00 each auto i
Registration atter 871725 540,00 each auto 5
Parade - Saturday 7:00 p.m. - from Odawa Casino FREE for regidtered autbo

Exclusive Event Fique Polo Shirt - Pick Up With Registration Packet foat snder by 87125) Cuantity
W/Embroidered Lopo & Dates - Mens: 5 M L XL X¥XL SEX00 cach x g
WeEmbroidered Logo & Dates - Ladies: 5§ M L XL XXL S5X00 pach x g

NAME O CARLE

CARD M
EXPDATE:| | | fL_| | ©vw £
BILLIMNG ZIP:
GRAND TOTAL: £
SIGHNATURE: !

Mike checks papable to "MCCafC™ and mail to: POL Box 856, Mackinaw City, MI 49701 F




Dangerous counterfeit auto parts pour
into U.S. in growing numbers

41/4111'/;'(",‘ CIVE SR e

: mum

U.S Customs and Border Protection seized more than 211,000
counterfeit auto parts in fiscal year 2024, up from the prior year.

Every part of your vehicle could be counterfeited. A counterfeit part could cause performance issues or,
worse, even be fatal.

"Counterfeit parts are more than just a failure in quality: They are a direct risk to safety, where shortcuts in
integrity can threaten lives," said Bob Stewart, president of the Automotive Anti-Counterfeiting Council, an
alliance of nearly a dozen North American vehicle manufacturers. The group indicated it's not possible to
know how many vehicles on the road contain counterfeit parts. But the increasing circulation of these parts
is a growing concern among federal officials and automakers.

The U.S. Department of Transportation's Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration issued

a safety advisory notice in mid-January to the public, repair professionals and used car buyers and owners
about the rise in counterfeit and substandard safety devices, such as air bags and other supplemental re-
straint system components. It indicated that counterfeit parts may contain unapproved explosive charges
and construction material and "can cause serious injury or even death in a crash."

U.S. Customs and Border Protection seized more than 211,000 counterfeit automotive parts in
fiscal 2024, nearly doubling the number of counterfeit parts seized the previous year.

10



https://www.a2c2.com/
https://www.thecompliancecenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ICC_PHMSA-Safety-Advisory-Notice-Vehicle-Safety-Devices.pdf

7 Major Failure Points to Address Before Hitting the Open Road

The Hack Mechanic, Hagerty Media / Articles by Rob Siegel 26 May 2025

Preventive maintenance before a road trip falls into two categories, dealing with the known and
forestalling the predictable. Regarding the known, it's foolish to set off on a long trip with a car that has

a serious known problem (for example, overheating or stumbling) and simply hope for the best.
Regarding the predictable, I've found a short list of things likely to strand a vintage car. | call them the
Big Seven: fuel delivery issues, ignition issues, cooling system issues, charging system issues, belts,
clutch hydraulics, and ball joints. Other things can certainly fail, but they tend to either do so slowly
(e.g., brake pads) or not be fatal to a road trip (e.g., a rusty muffler blows a hole or falls off).

Fuel Delivery

Inspect rubber fuel lines and replace any that are
cracked, pillow soft, or rock hard. There should be zero
tolerance for fuel leaks. Also think about the fuel pump.
Older mechanical fuel pumps can fail slowly over time,
pumping less and less fuel, until the car feels like it's
running out of gas (because it actually is). In contrast,
electric fuel pumps usually fail in a binary fashion; they
either work or they don't. Sometimes after sitting, they
stick, in which case smacking them can sometimes
briefly bring them back to life. But your best bet, if in
doubt as to the pump’s age and condition, is to replace it
before setting off for the open road.

Especially on cars that are road-tripped, I'm a big
believer in replacing points with electronic breaker-less
ignition such as Pertronix. But if you rely on points, be
certain to inspect them for pitting and to check point
gap/ignition well before a long trip. Inspect the spark
plugs and replace them if they have too much carbon;
check the inside of the distributor cap for corrosion and
cracks; and make sure the plug wires don't have
abrasions that can cause them to arc to ground.

11
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As with the fuel hoses, check the coolant hoses and
replace any that are pillow soft, rock hard, or
cracked. If it has been decades since the hoses
have been off the car, removing them and scraping
the corrosion off the metal coolant necks is a good
way to forestall leakage. Inspect the underside of the
water pump to check for a coolant trail. Grab a fan
blade and rock it fore and aft to check for bearing
play. A tiny amount of play is acceptable, but
obvious looseness indicates impending bearing or
seal failure. If possible, drive the car in temperatures
snmllar to what you expect on the road trip. If it runs hot, the odds are that the radiator isn't up to the
task. Upgrading to a higher-capacity radiator before a trip is money well spent.

Charging system issues involve the alternator,
voltage regulator (which may be internal to the
alternator or external), and the wires connecting
them to the battery and to ground. When the engine
is running, the voltage at the battery should read
between 13.5 and 14.2 volts. On vintage cars, it
may be a little lower, but if you read battery voltage
of 12.6 volts while the engine is running, the
alternator is not charging the battery, and the
battery will run down and eventually will not have
enough juice to fire the coil.

Pay particular attention to the belts that operate the
aforementioned cooling fan and alternator, as
breakage or even lack of proper tension in one of
those could lead to overheating and/or running
down your battery.




Clutch Hydraulics
>

When clutch hydraulics (the clutch master
and slave cylinders) fail, the clutch pedal will
go to the floor without causing the clutch
plate to separate from the disc, making it
impossible to put the car in gear and difficult
to shift. Impending failure is sometimes
accompanied by visual fluid loss, but not
always. If the car is 40-50 years old and
running on its original clutch hydraulics,
prophylactic replacement is best.

If these fail, the wheel folds under the front
fender and you lose control of the car. While
the same loss of control can be said of
failure of other steering components like tie
rods, the ball joints are the steering
= components that take the pounding from the
. suspension and thus are more likely to fail
catastrophically. Jacking the car up, setting it
on stands, and squeezing the ball joints with
a big pair of slip-joint pliers to check for
vertical play is essential to ensure a safe
trip.
| don't pretend the Big Seven are the only
maintenance issues to address. Among
other things, | also take a close look at my
tires—namely for signs of dry-rotted
rubber—the brakes, and wheel
bearings (with the car on jack stands, grab
the wheel at 6 and 12 o'clock and check for
play). Of course, you'll want to pay closer
attention to your vehicle’s fluid levels in the
weeks leading up to your journey.
Nothing is foolproof.

13




Welcome to the Michigan Chapter
SOLID AXLE CORVETTE CLUB

Michigan Chapter SACC Membership or Renewal Application - New___ Renewal____ Yr.

Michigan Chapter Membership requires membership in the National SACC organization.
For record keeping: Ml SACC collects both National and Chapter dues and submits your National dues to SACC National.

1 year 3 years
Michigan Chapter SACC dues @ $15.00 a year: $15.00. $40.00
Michigan Chapter SACC windshield decals: decals @ $5.00 each:
National SACC yearly dues, renewable December 1st: $45.00 * $130.00*

Total :
*SACC National and MI SACC offer one year or three year dues options.
Chapter dues include our quarterly Chapter Newsletter “Michigan”
National Membership includes the quarterly magazine “On Solid Ground”

SACC National publishes an annual membership & roadside assistance roster. The roster contains names, phone
numbers, city & state, but no street address. It also has a field to indicate that you are willing to help if a traveling
SACC member needs roadside assistance in your area.

If you do not want your name listed in the roster initial here:

If you do not want to participate in the road side assistance program initial here:

FAILURE TO INITIAL ABOVE INDICATES YOUR PERMISSION TO BE LISTED IN THE ROSTER.

If you are a new member: SACC National will send you a National membership number separately.
If you are an existing National member please insert your National membership #

Please make checks payable to: Ml SACC and mail to: Paul Lemieux
MI SACC Treasurer
403 Loris Lane
Oxford, M| 48371
Questions: contact Paul Lemieux > jplvet9@gmail.com

Applicant Name Co-Applicant:

Address

City State: Zip:
Home phone Work/Cell:

E-Mail Fax:

Corvettes presently owned - please include the VIN # for all C-1’s

I will enjoy participating in these club activities: Driving tours___ Get away weekends

Museum tours ___ Historic site/shop tours ____ Car Shows ___ Tech sessions ___ Race events____
Newsletter Contributions ___ Tour/Event Planning Other

| would be interested in attending the planning meeting Yes_ No__

Signature: Date:

I am currently a member of the following automotive clubs/organization

Visit our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com
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Michigan Chapter SACC
2023 Volunteers

President:

Vice Pres:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Editor: &

2nd V. Pres.

Tech Advisor:

Director-at-Large

Bill Huffman

2200 N Sandstone Road,
Jackson, Ml 49201
swh73@comcast.net
Tom Gamache

45451 Augusta Drive,
Canton, MI 48188
tsgama22@comcast.net
Cheryl Lemieux

403 Loris Lane

Oxford, MI 48371
cheryllemieux9@gmail.com
Paul Lemieux

403 Loris Lane

Oxford, MI 48371
jplvet9@gmail.com

Dave Ruby

30120 Lincolnshire E.,
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
druby@comcast.net
Harry Jones

2056 Fox Glen Court,
Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48304
choochooharry@comcast.net
John Ronayne

923 Penniman Avenue

Solid Axle Corvette Club

The Solid Axle Corvette Club is for enthusiasts who drive and show
America’s first sports car., our beloved C1’s. The Solid Axle Corvette
Club invites you to share our enthusiasm and dedication to the Solid
Axle Corvettes, and to enjoy the fellowship of our members.

SACC is the initials of the Solid Axle Corvette Club. So, just what is a
solid axle Corvette? The rear axle housing on all 1953 to 1962 Cor-
vettes was a one-piece shell. The rear differential (rear gears) and
the axles were mounted within this rear axle housing. (The rear axle
housing is sometimes called a solid [or straight] axle housing.)

Beginning with the 1963 model year, Corvettes had an independent
rear suspension (IRS). The rear differential is built into the center
housing: universal joints and short shafts (called jack shafts) trans-
fer power to the rear wheels. Each rear wheel reacts independently
to the road surface, and has earned the nickname "rubber axle".

The Solid Axle Corvette Club (SACC) is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the preservation, care, history, and enjoyment of the
1953 to 1962 Corvettes. Ours is a family oriented club with member-
ship covering all members of your family. You do not need to own a

Plymouth, MI 48170

jronayne33@gmail.com

Road Rules

The Michigan is the quarterly newsletter
for the Michigan Chapter of the Solid
Axle Corvette Club and is published four
times yearly (Spring, Summer, Fall &
Winter). It is published in PDF format,
and e-mailed to members in good stand-
ing.

Membership in the Michigan Chapter is
open only to members of the parent
organization, the Solid Axle Corvette
Club. The Solid Axle Corvette Club is a
non-profit organization, serving mem-
bers with an interest in 1953—1962
model year Corvettes. Ownership of a
Solid Axle or any Corvette is not neces-
sary to become a member of the organi-
zation.

The newsletter provides a forum for
members to communicate with other
members. As a result, the newsletter will
often contain member opinions. Those
opinions should not be construed as an
endorsement by Michigan SACC or the
parent organization, SACC.
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Corvette to join.

Direct Questions to:
National SACC Membership Chairman
Lucy Badenhoop, SACC NATIONAL
P.O. Box 2288
N. Highlands, CA 95660-8288
badenhoop@comcast.net

Michigan membership dues, inquiries and
corrections to the address list should be
directed to the Treasurer:

Paul Lemieux
403 Loris Lane
Oxford, MI 48371
jplvet9@gmail.com

Membership renewal and application
form on page 3.

Please submit articles for publication to
the editor.

Generally, articles for publication should
follow the broad theme of anything of
interest to the Solid Axle Corvette com-
munity”. Suggested items for publication
would include how-to articles, parts in-
formation, performance issues, sched-
uled events, restoration or repair infor-
mation, and personal stories.

The Michigan Newsletter editor can
be reached at:

Dave Ruby, Editor
Michigan Chapter of SACC
30120 Lincolnshire E.,
Beverly Hills, Ml 48025
cell: 248-514-2677
druby@comcast.net




