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     Michigan 

          “Where it all began” 

Dates to Remember 
SACC dues > National and Chapter were due Dec. 1 

 National membership is required  

to be a Chapter member 
 

Lighthouse Tour Aug 21-23, 2025  
Ludington to Mackinaw City 

See pages 3-9 
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August 21-22     Lighthouse Tour    Ludington, MI   

Regarding this season’s Lighthouse Tour, Steve and Mary Jane Gould graciously have been 

doing research for a tour on the west side of the state. Steve wanted to know everyone’s level 

of interest of certain areas along the coast to determine where to start and finish, and what 

areas we may want to avoid (e.g., Petosky and Traverse City due to heavy vacation traffic). 

After a good discussion, it was agreed to make our starting point in Ludington. The thought is 

for all to depart their homes on Thursday, August 21 in order to meet at a certain time in Lud-

ington to visit the Ludington North Breakwater lighthouse. There is about a 1½ mile walk 

down the pier to see the lighthouse up close and if you wish, climb it for $8 per adult. After 

that, we would drive up the coast to Manistee where we would be spending the night at the 

new Hampton Inn on the beach. Steve will look into getting a block of rooms there for our 

group. On Friday, August 22, we would continue up the coast to visit a couple more lighthous-

es as time permits. Then, travel across the top of the mitten toward Mackinaw City. Steve and 

Mary Jane will have a more complete itinerary in the coming weeks. 

August 23   Corvette Crossroads   Mackinaw City, Mi 

    Pre-registration required  www.mackinawchamber.com 

 Note: Rivera Motel is sold out (previously the motel of choice) 

 Options:  Lighthouse View Motel,  699 North Huron Ave.  (231-216-3035) 

        American Boutique Inn,       517 North Huron Ave    (231-322-7579)    

Contact: Tom Gamache  tsgama22@comcast.net  or Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net                               

 

October 4/5 or 11/12  Fall Color Tour    TBD 

 

December 6   MISACC Christmas Luncheon  Aubree’s Grill, Dexter, MI 

 

Optional events of interest provided for information only 

 

May 31    Capital City Old Car Club   LCC Campus West, Lansing 

June 15   Father’s Day Car Show   Charlton Park, Hastings, MI 

June 15   Eyes On Design    Ford Home, Grosse Pointe 
Shores 

July 20 Gilmore Museum  Best of Bowties—Corvette and Camaro  Hickory Corners, MI  

July 26   Corvettes America Show   Clarkston, MI 

August 3   Troy Traffic Jam    Columbia Center, Troy, MI 

August 13   Corvette Flag Display   M1 Concourse > see page 4 

2025 MISACC Events 
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An invitation to all SACC members whether or not you are members of SACC Michigan Chapter:                               

The Michigan Chapter is continuing the series of  weekend Lighthouse Tours.  

There are 129 Lighthouses; as you know, we are not short of destinations. Just your interest to drive… 

The tours allow SACC Members to join us for a day or two when they (or their car) are comfortable.  See 

page  for Lighthouse map of Michigan. 

Michigan Lighthouse Tour #4 will be a 3-4 day road tour  beginning is Ludington/Manistee with Corvette 

Crossroads in Mackinaw City as the destination as described below. 

Our tentative plan is for everyone to  meet at 3:00 pm in Ludington on Thursday, August 21st, at Steans 
Park on the beach in Ludington.  The Ludington’s North Breakwater Light (pg. 7) is across the sand and at 
the end of the breakwater.  Lots of parking there.   After an hour or so there (and we have everyone!)  we 
are going to proceed to Manistee (35 mi/30 minutes) to the Hampton Inn-Beachfront (101 S Lakeshore Dr. 
Manistee, 231-299-1096, Group Code : C-ACC) After checking in there, we will meet for dinner TBD, or 
have Hampton Inn set up for us in their upstairs restaurant.   We can watch the sunset from that restaurant, 
or in the bar downstairs.  

Friday, we are going to tour 3 lighthouses going north to Empire:  1) The North Pierhead Light (pg. 7) in 
Manistee.  2) the North Breakwater Light in Frankfort (pg. 8) (Both are at the end of a pier across the 
beach). Then onward to 3) the Point Betsie Lighthouse (pg. 8) This one is on land and has facilities.    

This route will take us through Manistee, then along Lakeshore Drive onto M22.  From there through On-
ekama and Arcadia on M22. The goal would be to end up in Empire around noon or 1:00pm, and have box 
lunches (which we can pick up locally) at the Empire City Park looking towards Sleeping Bear Dunes.  

That’s it for the lighthouses! 

Then we deadhead East on US131 almost up to Petosky, and then take the back roads around Petosky 
(River Road, I think), and then over to the old Mackinaw Trail, and into Mackinaw City.  This path has a lot 
of twists and turns, but allows us to avoid downtown Petosky.  It is not fastest.35 This portion of the tour is 
realistically 3+ hours of driving, approx. 140 miles.  

Continued on page 4 

 

 Lighthouse Tour 

Don’t forget our website:      www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 
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For those who chose to drive to West Michigan a day earlier and arrive on Wednesday, 8/20, there are a 
couple of scenarios you might want to consider: 

1)  Drive to Ludington, and stay in Ludington.  Lots of chain hotels in Ludington.  Pick one you like or have 
points for.  There is a beachfront hotel adjacent from Stearns Park:  Snyders Shoreline Inn.  Lakeview 
rooms there are $224/night.  It's a classic old-school up-north motel. 

2)  Or drive to Manistee, and stay at the Hampton Inn.  That way you can unpack once for a two-night 
stay.  This is a very nice hotel! 

Depending on interest,  we can organize group rides and dinners for Wednesday night, and Thursday till 
the rest of the group gets here Thursday afternoon.  Options include: 

1) Drive out through the sand dunes to Ludington State Park, and take the 1.5 mile walk to Big Sable Point Light-
house.  Or, if that's too much walking, instead,  tour this spectacular State Park.  (State Park endorsement, or 
Day-Use fee required.) 

2) Watch the famous SS badger (car ferry) come into Ludington Harbor at 6:15 pm or so. This is always a spectacle. 

3) Other local tours. 

The distance between Manistee and Ludington is a leisurely and picturesque 35 minute/30 Mile drive, and both 
cities are equidistant from SE Michigan in diving time and miles. So, do  what you want to do! If you do plan to 
come early, please announce your intention. 

Steve and Mary Jane have offered local guidance, and would be happy to coordinate the early-arrivers’ activities. 

(stevegould@outlook.com 616-292-4929) 

For additional see pages 6-9. 



  

5 

For those who may not have attended Corvettes Crossroads in Mackinaw City: 
 
Corvette Crossroads show is Saturday followed at 7:00 pm by the Mackinac Bridge Parade—36th Annuals 
 
Registration and information is available on www.mackinawchamber.com  
 
Sunday is a day of rest, site seeing, a trip to Mackinac Island, or returning home or staying the night. 
 
Monday when the traffic on I-75 is much less is best for returning south 
 
This requires three nights in Mackinaw City. So plan ahead. 
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Every part of your vehicle could be counterfeited. A counterfeit part could cause performance issues or, 
worse, even be fatal. 

"Counterfeit parts are more than just a failure in quality: They are a direct risk to safety, where shortcuts in 
integrity can threaten lives," said Bob Stewart, president of the Automotive Anti-Counterfeiting Council, an 
alliance of nearly a dozen North American vehicle manufacturers. The group indicated it's not possible to 
know how many vehicles on the road contain counterfeit parts. But the increasing circulation of these parts 
is a growing concern among federal officials and automakers. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation's Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration issued 
a safety advisory notice in mid-January to the public, repair professionals and used car buyers and owners 
about the rise in counterfeit and substandard safety devices, such as air bags and other supplemental re-
straint system components. It indicated that counterfeit parts may contain unapproved explosive charges 
and construction material and "can cause serious injury or even death in a crash."  

U.S. Customs and Border Protection seized more than 211,000 counterfeit automotive parts in 
fiscal 2024, nearly doubling the number of counterfeit parts seized the previous year.  

 

https://www.a2c2.com/
https://www.thecompliancecenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ICC_PHMSA-Safety-Advisory-Notice-Vehicle-Safety-Devices.pdf
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Welcome to the Michigan Chapter  

SOLID AXLE CORVETTE CLUB  

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan Chapter SACC Membership or Renewal Application - New___ Renewal___ Yr.____ 

Michigan Chapter Membership requires membership in the National SACC organization.  

For record keeping: MI SACC collects both National and Chapter dues and submits your National dues to SACC National.  

          1 year   3 years  

Michigan Chapter SACC dues @ $15.00 a year:      $15.00.   $40.00  

Michigan Chapter SACC windshield decals: ____ decals @ $5.00 each:   ________  ______  

National SACC yearly dues, renewable December  1st :     $45.00 *  $130.00*  

         Total :_________  ________  

*SACC National and MI SACC offer one year or three year dues options.  

Chapter dues include our quarterly Chapter Newsletter “Michigan”  

National Membership includes the quarterly magazine “On Solid Ground”  

SACC National publishes an annual membership & roadside assistance roster. The roster contains names, phone 
numbers, city & state, but no street address. It also has a field to indicate that you are willing to help if a traveling 
SACC member needs roadside assistance in your area.  

If you do not want your name listed in the roster initial here: ________  

If you do not want to participate in the road side assistance program initial here: ________  

FAILURE TO INITIAL ABOVE INDICATES YOUR PERMISSION TO BE LISTED IN THE ROSTER.  

If you are a new member: SACC National will send you a National membership number separately.  

If you are an existing National member please insert your National membership #____________  

  

Please make checks payable to: MI SACC and mail to:  Paul Lemieux 

       MI SACC Treasurer  

       403 Loris Lane 

       Oxford, MI 48371  

Questions: contact Paul Lemieux > jplvet9@gmail.com 

Applicant Name ______________________________________________Co-Applicant:_________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip:__________________  

Home phone ________________________________________Work/Cell: ___________________________________________  

E-Mail _____________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________________  

Corvettes presently owned - please include the VIN # for all C-1’s  

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ _________________________________ ___________  

I will enjoy participating in these club activities: Driving tours_____ Get away weekends ________  

Museum tours ___ Historic site/shop tours ___ Car Shows ___ Tech sessions ___ Race events___  

Newsletter Contributions ___ Tour/Event Planning ___ Other________________________________  

I would be interested in attending the planning meeting  Yes____ No____ 

Signature:_______________________________________Date:__________________________________  

I am currently a member of the following automotive clubs/organization _____________________  

Visit our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 
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Solid Axle Corvette Club 
   

The Solid Axle Corvette Club is for enthusiasts who drive and show 

America’s first sports car., our beloved C1’s. The Solid Axle Corvette 

Club invites you to share our enthusiasm and dedication to the Solid 

Axle Corvettes, and to enjoy the fellowship of our members. 

SACC is the initials of the Solid Axle Corvette Club. So, just what is a 

solid axle Corvette? The rear axle housing on all 1953 to 1962 Cor-

vettes was a one-piece shell. The rear differential (rear gears) and 

the axles were mounted within this rear axle housing. (The rear axle 

housing is sometimes called a solid [or straight] axle housing.) 

Beginning with the 1963 model year, Corvettes had an independent 

rear suspension (IRS). The rear differential is built into the center 

housing: universal joints and short shafts (called jack shafts) trans-

fer power to the rear wheels. Each rear wheel reacts independently 

to the road surface, and has earned the nickname "rubber axle". 

The Solid Axle Corvette Club (SACC) is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the preservation, care, history, and enjoyment of the 

1953 to 1962 Corvettes. Ours is a family oriented club with member-

ship covering all members of your family. You do not need to own a 

Corvette to join.  

Michigan Chapter SACC   
2023 Volunteers 

President:  Bill Huffman  

             2200 N Sandstone Road,  

 Jackson, MI 49201  

             swh73@comcast.net  

Vice Pres:  Tom Gamache  

             45451 Augusta Drive,  

 Canton, MI 48188  

             tsgama22@comcast.net  

Secretary:  Cheryl Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            cheryllemieux9@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Paul Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            jplvet9@gmail.com 

Editor: & Dave Ruby  

2nd V. Pres. 30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

 Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

            druby@comcast.net  

Tech Advisor:           Harry Jones  

        2056 Fox Glen Court,  

 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304  

          choochooharry@comcast.net  

 Director-at-Large    John Ronayne 

            923 Penniman Avenue 

                                 Plymouth, MI 48170 

            jronayne33@gmail.com 

Direct Questions to: 

National SACC Membership Chairman 

Lucy Badenhoop, SACC NATIONAL 

P.O. Box 2288  

N. Highlands, CA 95660-8288  

badenhoop@comcast.net  

 

Michigan membership dues, inquiries and 
corrections to the address list should be 
directed to the Treasurer:  

Paul Lemieux 

403 Loris Lane 

Oxford, MI 48371 

jplvet9@gmail.com 

 

Membership renewal and application 
form on page 3. 

 

 

 

The Michigan is the quarterly newsletter 
for the Michigan Chapter of the Solid 
Axle Corvette Club and is published four 
times yearly (Spring, Summer, Fall & 
Winter). It is published in PDF format, 
and e-mailed to members in good stand-
ing. 

Membership in the Michigan Chapter is 
open only to members of the parent 
organization, the Solid Axle Corvette 
Club. The Solid Axle Corvette Club is a 
non-profit organization, serving mem-
bers with an interest in 1953—1962 
model year Corvettes. Ownership of a 
Solid Axle or any Corvette is not neces-
sary to become a member of the organi-
zation.  

The newsletter provides a forum for 
members to communicate with other 
members. As a result, the newsletter will 
often contain member opinions. Those 
opinions should not be construed as an 
endorsement by Michigan SACC or the 
parent organization, SACC. 

 

 

 

Please submit articles for publication to 
the editor.  

Generally, articles for publication should 
follow the broad theme of anything of 
interest to the Solid Axle Corvette com-
munity”. Suggested items for publication 
would include how-to articles, parts in-
formation, performance issues, sched-
uled events, restoration or repair infor-
mation, and personal stories.  

The Michigan Newsletter editor can 
be reached at:  

Dave Ruby, Editor  

Michigan  Chapter of SACC  

30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

cell: 248-514-2677  

druby@comcast.net  

Road Rules 


