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     Michigan 

          “Where it all began” 

Dates to Remember 
2026 National & Chapter dues are due Dec. 1 

 National membership is required  

to be a Chapter member 
 

Color Tour > Oct 11th or 12th 
Chelsea to Dexter ssee pgs. 2 & 3 

Christmas Luncheon > Dec 6th  
Aubree’s in Dexter see pgs. 2 & 3 

 

Don’t forget our website       www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 
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From President’s Laptop     

Sept /Oct 2025 

Michigan Chapter members,     

How is it possible that the last C-1 driving event of our driving season is coming up already? For me 
personally, the last five months seem to have flashed by and I hope you got more seat time than I did. 

 

Fortunately, I was able to attend the combined Lighthouse Tour #4 from Luddington to Empire and 
the subsequent secondary roads trip up to Corvette Crossroads in Mackinaw City.  

 

A huge “Thank You” to Steve & MaryJane Gould for their superb effort in planning the route and lead-
ing an 11-car caravan from Clare to Luddington/Manistee on Thursday then continuing to Mackinaw 
City on Friday, all on some of the most scenic secondary roads you could ever imagine. Well done! 

 

Our Fall Color Tour is scheduled for October 11 or 12 (depending on weather) and will include a sce-
nic tour around the Dexter, Pinkney, Huron Drive area and ending at the Dexter Cider Mill. We will be 
gathering in Chelsea, MI at 11:30 AM for lunch. Location TBD.                         

                      

Please RSVP to John Ronayne < jronayne33@gmail.com> by Oct 3rd if you will be joining us in 
Chelsea. 

 

Our December Christmas Lunch, to wish our snowbird members a “Bon Voyage”, is also locked in.  
Our reservation is for 12 Noon, Dec 6th at Aubree’s Restaurant in Dexter, MI.  

Please RSVP to Tom Gamache < tsgama22@comcast.net> by Nov 28th to allow Aubree’s to plan 
& staff for our group. 

 

We hope to see you at both events. 

 

Looking ahead to next year, for your long term planning, the 2026 SACC National Convention will 
be held in June 2026 in St Louis, MO.  Just before or immediately after but not part of Bloomington 
Gold. Advance hint is that it may have something to do with the 150th anniversary of the opening of 
US Route 66. 

                                                                                        

Also, for 2026, the Michigan Chapter Board Spring Meeting will be planning the Lighthouse Tour #5 
from New Buffalo north to Muskegon. Feel free to attend and offer your suggestions regarding routes 
& venues. Time and location TBD. 

 

Remember, every mile of seat time is a good memory!        

 

Bill Huffman, Pres.                                                                                                                                                       
Michigan Chapter SACC  

solidaxlecorvettemi.com                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

mailto:jronayne33@gmail.com
mailto:tsgama22@comcast.net
https://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com/
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2025 MISACC Events 

  

Fall Color Tour         October 11 or 12 depending on weather 

 

 Meet in Chelsea      11:30am 

 Lunch > Grateful Crow  12:00pm 

 Tour will take back roads to Dexter and the Cider Mill 

 

Please advise: 

 John Ronayne (jronayne33@gmail.com) by Oct 3
rd  

     
of your interest 

 John will advise if 11
th

 or 12
th

 is the actual date.. 

 

Christmas Luncheon Dec 6
th

 12:00 pm 

 

 Aubree’s Pizzeria & Grill 

 8031 Main Street, #101 

 Dexter, Michigan 

 

Please advise: 

 Tom Gamache tsgama22@comcast.net by Nov. 28
th

 
    of your interest in attending 

 

Plan ahead:  

 2026 Planning meeting in late April or early May 

 Be a part of the planning > Lighthouse Tour #5 

 Place and time TBD  
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August 21-22     Lighthouse Tour #4 Ludington to Empire MI  

Traveling East to West meet at Uncle John’s Cider Mill > > > 

   Gas up > > 

 

 

  

 

 

Lunch at Doherty Hotel, Clare >   >   >   >   > 

On to Ludington  >  Manistee   >   >   >   >   >   >   >   >    >    >         Frankfurt  Pierhead Light  >  >  > 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Point Betsie Lighthouse              August 23 > on to Mackinaw City, 
Mi 

 Lighthouse Tour #4 
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Lighthouse Tour #4 

By Cheryl Lemieux 
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Lighthouse Tour #4 

Parking at Doherty Hotel Parking at Doherty Hotel 

Ludington Pierhead—Beach 

Ludington Pierhead—Beach 

Frankfurt View Frankfurt Lake View 

Frankfurt Lake View 



  

7 

Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Jim Dillon 1962  Corvette 1st Place >  C1 modified 

 

Corvette Crossroads 2025 
 

Mike Certo 1959 Corvette 2nd Place > C1 modified 
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Tom Gamache  1954 Corvette 1st Place > C1 STOCK 

Steve Gould  1960 Corvette 2nd Place > C1 STOCK 

Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Corvette Crossroads 2025 

Mackinac City Dinner  

Saturday August 24 

Linda & Mike Certo 

Cindy & Jim Dillon 

Steve Gould 
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The Ludington Light is a 57-foot (17 m) tall steel-
plated lighthouse in Ludington, Michigan, which lies along the 
eastern shores of Lake Michigan, at the end of the breakwater on 
the Pere Marquette Harbor. Given its location on the northern 
breakwater where the Pere Marquette River meets Lake Michi-
gan, it is sometimes known as the Ludington North Breakwater 
Light. Underlying the building itself is a prow-like structure, which 
is designed to break waves.  

The station was established in 1871. This light was first lit in 
1924, and it is presently operational. It was automated in 1972. 
The light is structurally integrated into the steel and reinforced 
concrete pier upon which it is built. It has a square pyramidal 
form, and is white with a black lantern. The original lens was a 
Fourth Order Fresnel lens. On October 17, 1995 the Fresnel 
lens was removed from the lantern. It was replaced by a 12-inch 
(300 mm) Tideland Signal ML-300 acrylic optic. The original lens 
was loaned to Historic White Pine Village where it is displayed as 
part of their maritime history exhibit. After the opening of the Port 
of Ludington Maritime Museum, the lens was relocated to their 
lighthouse history exhibit. 

Manistee North Pierhead Lighthouse 

The name “Manistee” is an Ojibwe word, and though its derivation is uncertain, 
it likely comes from ministigweyaa, meaning a “river with islands at its mouth.”  

As early as 1851, representatives from Michigan started petitioning Congress 
for a lighthouse and harbor improvements at the mouth of Manistee River. 
Congress appropriated $5,000 for a lighthouse on June 20, 1860, but this 
amount reverted to the treasury, and it wasn’t until July 28, 1866 that $10,000 
was allocated for building the lighthouse, provided that a careful survey was 
first made and the character of the required structure determined. 

Before the federal government started work in 1867 on parallel cribwork piers 
that would extend into Lake Michigan for about 960 feet, local enterprise had 
built crude slab piers at the river’s entrance that provided a channel with a 
depth of seven feet. A site for the lighthouse on the north side of the river was 
purchased in 1868, and work on the structure began the following year. Alt-
hough the frame dwelling with an integrated tower was not entirely completed, 
Keeper Octavius W. Barney displayed its light at the opening of the 1870 nav-
igation season. After discovering that an addition made to the rear 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lighthouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludington,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breakwater_(structure)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pere_Marquette_Harbor&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pere_Marquette_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tideland_Signal
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Welcome to the Michigan Chapter  

SOLID AXLE CORVETTE CLUB  

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan Chapter SACC Membership or Renewal Application - New___ Renewal___ Yr.____ 

Michigan Chapter Membership requires membership in the National SACC organization.  

For record keeping: MI SACC collects both National and Chapter dues and submits your National dues to SACC National.  

          1 year   3 years  

Michigan Chapter SACC dues @ $15.00 a year:      $15.00.   $40.00  

Michigan Chapter SACC windshield decals: ____ decals @ $5.00 each:   ________  ______  

National SACC yearly dues, renewable December  1st :     $45.00 *  $130.00*  

         Total :_________  ________  

*SACC National and MI SACC offer one year or three year dues options.  

Chapter dues include our quarterly Chapter Newsletter “Michigan”  

National Membership includes the quarterly magazine “On Solid Ground”  

SACC National publishes an annual membership & roadside assistance roster. The roster contains names, phone 
numbers, city & state, but no street address. It also has a field to indicate that you are willing to help if a traveling 
SACC member needs roadside assistance in your area.  

If you do not want your name listed in the roster initial here: ________  

If you do not want to participate in the road side assistance program initial here: ________  

FAILURE TO INITIAL ABOVE INDICATES YOUR PERMISSION TO BE LISTED IN THE ROSTER.  

If you are a new member: SACC National will send you a National membership number separately.  

If you are an existing National member please insert your National membership #____________  

  

Please make checks payable to: MI SACC and mail to:  Paul Lemieux 

       MI SACC Treasurer  

       403 Loris Lane 

       Oxford, MI 48371  

Questions: contact Paul Lemieux > jplvet9@gmail.com 

Applicant Name ______________________________________________Co-Applicant:_________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip:__________________  

Home phone ________________________________________Work/Cell: ___________________________________________  

E-Mail _____________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________________  

Corvettes presently owned - please include the VIN # for all C-1’s  

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ _________________________________ ___________  

I will enjoy participating in these club activities: Driving tours_____ Get away weekends ________  

Museum tours ___ Historic site/shop tours ___ Car Shows ___ Tech sessions ___ Race events___  

Newsletter Contributions ___ Tour/Event Planning ___ Other________________________________  

I would be interested in attending the planning meeting  Yes____ No____ 

Signature:_______________________________________Date:__________________________________  

I am currently a member of the following automotive clubs/organization _____________________  

Visit our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 
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Solid Axle Corvette Club 
   

The Solid Axle Corvette Club is for enthusiasts who drive and show 

America’s first sports car., our beloved C1’s. The Solid Axle Corvette 

Club invites you to share our enthusiasm and dedication to the Solid 

Axle Corvettes, and to enjoy the fellowship of our members. 

SACC is the initials of the Solid Axle Corvette Club. So, just what is a 

solid axle Corvette? The rear axle housing on all 1953 to 1962 Cor-

vettes was a one-piece shell. The rear differential (rear gears) and 

the axles were mounted within this rear axle housing. (The rear axle 

housing is sometimes called a solid [or straight] axle housing.) 

Beginning with the 1963 model year, Corvettes had an independent 

rear suspension (IRS). The rear differential is built into the center 

housing: universal joints and short shafts (called jack shafts) trans-

fer power to the rear wheels. Each rear wheel reacts independently 

to the road surface, and has earned the nickname "rubber axle". 

The Solid Axle Corvette Club (SACC) is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the preservation, care, history, and enjoyment of the 

1953 to 1962 Corvettes. Ours is a family oriented club with member-

ship covering all members of your family. You do not need to own a 

Corvette to join.  

Michigan Chapter SACC   
2025 Volunteers 

President:  Bill Huffman  

             2200 N Sandstone Road,  

 Jackson, MI 49201  

             swh73@comcast.net  

Vice Pres:  Tom Gamache  

             45451 Augusta Drive,  

 Canton, MI 48188  

             tsgama22@comcast.net  

Secretary:  Cheryl Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            cheryllemieux9@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Paul Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            jplvet9@gmail.com 

Editor: & Dave Ruby  

2nd V. Pres. 30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

 Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

            druby@comcast.net  

Tech Advisor:           Harry Jones  

        2056 Fox Glen Court,  

 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304  

          choochooharry@comcast.net  

 Director-at-Large    John Ronayne 

            923 Penniman Avenue 

                                 Plymouth, MI 48170 

            jronayne33@gmail.com 

Direct Questions to: 

National SACC Membership Chairman 

Lucy Badenhoop, SACC NATIONAL 

P.O. Box 2288  

N. Highlands, CA 95660-8288  

badenhoop@comcast.net  

 

Michigan membership dues, inquiries and 
corrections to the address list should be 
directed to the Treasurer:  

Paul Lemieux 

403 Loris Lane 

Oxford, MI 48371 

jplvet9@gmail.com 

 

Membership renewal and application 
form on page 3. 

 

 

 

The Michigan is the quarterly newsletter 
for the Michigan Chapter of the Solid 
Axle Corvette Club and is published four 
times yearly (Spring, Summer, Fall & 
Winter). It is published in PDF format, 
and e-mailed to members in good stand-
ing. 

Membership in the Michigan Chapter is 
open only to members of the parent 
organization, the Solid Axle Corvette 
Club. The Solid Axle Corvette Club is a 
non-profit organization, serving mem-
bers with an interest in 1953—1962 
model year Corvettes. Ownership of a 
Solid Axle or any Corvette is not neces-
sary to become a member of the organi-
zation.  

The newsletter provides a forum for 
members to communicate with other 
members. As a result, the newsletter will 
often contain member opinions. Those 
opinions should not be construed as an 
endorsement by Michigan SACC or the 
parent organization, SACC. 

 

 

 

Please submit articles for publication to 
the editor.  

Generally, articles for publication should 
follow the broad theme of anything of 
interest to the Solid Axle Corvette com-
munity”. Suggested items for publication 
would include how-to articles, parts in-
formation, performance issues, sched-
uled events, restoration or repair infor-
mation, and personal stories.  

The Michigan Newsletter editor can 
be reached at:  

Dave Ruby, Editor  

Michigan  Chapter of SACC  

30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

cell: 248-514-2677  

druby@comcast.net  

Road Rules 


