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August 21-22     Lighthouse Tour #4 Ludington to Empire MI  

Traveling East to West meet at Uncle John’s Cider Mill > > > 

   Gas up > > 

 

 

  

 

 

Lunch at Doherty Hotel, Clare >   >   >   >   > 

On to Ludington  >  Manistee   >   >   >   >   >   >   >   >    >    >         Frankfurt  Pierhead Light  >  >  > 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Point Betsie Lighthouse              August 23 > on to Mackinaw City, 
Mi 

 Lighthouse Tour #4 
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Lighthouse Tour #4 

By Cheryl Lemieux 
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Lighthouse Tour #4 

Parking at Doherty Hotel Parking at Doherty Hotel 

Ludington Pierhead—Beach 

Ludington Pierhead—Beach 

Frankfurt View Frankfurt Lake View 

Frankfurt Lake View 
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Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Jim Dillon 1962  Corvette 1st Place >  C1 modified 

 

Corvette Crossroads 2025 
 

Mike Certo 1959 Corvette 2nd Place > C1 modified 
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Tom Gamache  1954 Corvette 1st Place > C1 STOCK 

Steve Gould  1960 Corvette 2nd Place > C1 STOCK 

Corvette Crossroads 2025 
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Corvette Crossroads 2025 

Mackinac City Dinner  

Saturday August 24 

Linda & Mike Certo 

Cindy & Jim Dillon 

Steve Gould 
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The Ludington Light is a 57-foot (17 m) tall steel-
plated lighthouse in Ludington, Michigan, which lies along the 
eastern shores of Lake Michigan, at the end of the breakwater on 
the Pere Marquette Harbor. Given its location on the northern 
breakwater where the Pere Marquette River meets Lake Michi-
gan, it is sometimes known as the Ludington North Breakwater 
Light. Underlying the building itself is a prow-like structure, which 
is designed to break waves.  

The station was established in 1871. This light was first lit in 
1924, and it is presently operational. It was automated in 1972. 
The light is structurally integrated into the steel and reinforced 
concrete pier upon which it is built. It has a square pyramidal 
form, and is white with a black lantern. The original lens was a 
Fourth Order Fresnel lens. On October 17, 1995 the Fresnel 
lens was removed from the lantern. It was replaced by a 12-inch 
(300 mm) Tideland Signal ML-300 acrylic optic. The original lens 
was loaned to Historic White Pine Village where it is displayed as 
part of their maritime history exhibit. After the opening of the Port 
of Ludington Maritime Museum, the lens was relocated to their 
lighthouse history exhibit. 

Manistee North Pierhead Lighthouse 

The name “Manistee” is an Ojibwe word, and though its derivation is uncertain, 
it likely comes from ministigweyaa, meaning a “river with islands at its mouth.”  

As early as 1851, representatives from Michigan started petitioning Congress 
for a lighthouse and harbor improvements at the mouth of Manistee River. 
Congress appropriated $5,000 for a lighthouse on June 20, 1860, but this 
amount reverted to the treasury, and it wasn’t until July 28, 1866 that $10,000 
was allocated for building the lighthouse, provided that a careful survey was 
first made and the character of the required structure determined. 

Before the federal government started work in 1867 on parallel cribwork piers 
that would extend into Lake Michigan for about 960 feet, local enterprise had 
built crude slab piers at the river’s entrance that provided a channel with a 
depth of seven feet. A site for the lighthouse on the north side of the river was 
purchased in 1868, and work on the structure began the following year. Alt-
hough the frame dwelling with an integrated tower was not entirely completed, 
Keeper Octavius W. Barney displayed its light at the opening of the 1870 nav-
igation season. After discovering that an addition made to the rear 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lighthouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludington,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breakwater_(structure)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pere_Marquette_Harbor&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pere_Marquette_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_lens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tideland_Signal
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