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     Michigan 

          “Where it all began” 

The MiSACC Board wishes to ex-
press our gratitude to John and 
Kathy Hutchins who have served 
as MiSACC Chapter Secretary 
and Treasurer since the for-
mation of the Michigan Chapter 
in 2008. 

They have supported the Chap-
ter in many other areas; event 
planning, technical advisor, and 
contributor to newsletter Tech-
nical Speaking articles,   

  

THANK YOU, JOHN AND KATHY 

FROM MiSACC  and 

   ALL C1 LOVERS!  
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From the President’s laptop                                                                                            

February 2018 

  

Yesterday’s spring like temperatures and my need to break up ice dams on the gutters gave me a case of 

spring fever. That, of course, leads to thoughts of Corvette activities for us Michigan Chapter C-1 owners.  

SAVE THE DATE: our Spring Membership Meeting has been scheduled for 11:30 AM-2PM, Sat May 5, 

2018 in the Patio Room at The Brookshire Inn, 205 W Church ST, Williamston, MI.   

http://www.brookshiregolfclub.com/     

We’re starting a little later this year because the snowbirds are returning home later this year. Perhaps 

by holding our meeting in May more of us will uncover the old chariot & be comfortable driving it.                           
RSVP to me at swh73@comcast.net so I can adjust the reservations. 

As you are no doubt aware, in early Jan 2018 John Hutchins resigned as Michigan Chapter Secretary & 

Kathy Hutchins resigned as Michigan Chapter Treasurer. A special election was conducted on-line to re-

place them. Cheryl Lemieux was elected Secretary & Paul Lemieux was elected Treasurer. For those of 

you who have not yet sent in your Chapter membership dues, they should be sent to:      

Paul Lemieux                                                                                                                                                        

MISACC Treasurer                                                                                                                                                    

403 Loris Ln                                                                                                                                                                                     

Oxford, MI 48371     https://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com/membership-application  

Note that choosing the 3 year option, not only is the membership cost reduced, but this year only, we can 

avoid the increase in SACC membership dues which we anticipate will be announced at the 2018 SACC 

Convention at Ventura, CA in July. It’s hard to refuse a deal like that. I didn’t. 

In transferring club paperwork between to Hutchins & the Lemieuxs we found several issues that need to 
be communicated.  Michigan Chapter, like several other chapters, collects dues for both MISACC as well 

as for the National SACC. The reason for operating this way is so that we are aware of a new SACC mem-

ber 3-6 months before the “normal” National feedback procedure lets us know. We found that there are 6 

members whose National & Chapter membership ends in different years and a couple members with un-

known National SACC membership. By charter, all Michigan Chapter members must be SACC members 

either first or concurrently. Please don’t be surprised or offended if you get an e-mail or letter from Editor 
Dave Ruby and/or Treasurer Paul Lemieux asking for information missing from the National SACC mem-

bership list.  

2018 is going to be a busy year for Michigan Chapter. We will not only have the normal club events which 

are scheduled at our Spring Meeting, but in addition, we must continue planning as the host chapter for 

the 2019 SACC National Convention, Aug 13-16, 2019. GM Heritage Center and Design Center access 

and support should make this a memorable event.   

This is a great opportunity for our members to attend a national event without having to drive their early 
C1 Corvette a long distance. However, club participation is really necessary to successfully pull this off.  

It’s also a great opportunity to show off your pride & joy on a pretty big stage.  

Then, the day after the 2019 SACC Convention, we have arranged for SACC members to be able to attend 

the Woodward Dream Cruise with NCRS hosting reserved parking on Aug 17th. 

Harry Jones will be coordinating this for us. Thanks, Harry. 

Well, it’s close to the time to take off the cover, check the tire pressures, check the 

fluid levels, and wake Sleeping Beauty up for another Corvette Summer. Life is 

good.                                                                                                            

Bill Huffman, Pres. Michigan Chapter SACC                                                                                

 

Don’t forget our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 

http://www.brookshiregolfclub.com/
mailto:swh73@comcast.net
https://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com/membership-application
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Greetings to all Michigan SACC members  

from the 2018 MI SACC Board.  

   

 Save This Date: May 5, 2018 
 

MiSACC membership meeting  

At the Brookshire Inn in Williamston, MI to plan and schedule activities for 2018 

and to continue our planning as the host chapter for the 2019 SACC Convention 

in the Detroit area.  

We are encouraging all members to strongly consider attending the May 5 

membership meeting. The Chapter needs volunteers for assisting in the plan-

ning, and implementation of the events for the 2019 Convention.  

See our website for proposed activities. 

www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 
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Has it really been 50 years? Or 

Time flies when you’re having fun! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

I’m still a kid at heart, but May 9, 

2018 marks the 50th anniversary 
of my bringing Old Red, a 1960 

red chariot, home. She left St Lou-

is in Dec 1959 and was delivered 

to Bud Kouts Chevrolet in Lan-

sing, MI as a roman red 1960 Cor-

vette w/ white coves & both tops. 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
A little personal history is neces-

sary.  I first fell in love about Sept 

1956 when I was 10 years old at 

Ogle Chevrolet when the 1957 283 

w/ FI was introduced. My second 

“romance” was a neighbor’s silver 
blue 1959 and the spectacular 

passengers it attracted.  

In 1962, just after I got my driver’s 

license, one of my sister’s HS 

classmates stopped to talk to her. 

He just happened to be driving his 
new ’62 375 HP FI Corvette. Not 

being one to pass an opportunity, I 

told him “OK but I need the car 

keys”. That did it, my programing 

was complete.  I might have to 

drive other cars but I promised 
myself that my first car was going 

to be a Corvette. 

                                                                                                                                                                    

My dad, on the other hand, was 

just as adamant. No kid of his was 

going to be killed in a sports car.  
In Michigan, in the 1960’s, you 

had to be 21 or older to buy & own 

a car without a parent co-signer.  

So….I had to wait until I was 21.  

As a broke college student with 

champagne taste on a beer budg-

et, it took about 7 months after 
my 21st birthday to save enough 

money to go looking for something 

I could afford.  By the time I 

bought her for $900, in May 1968, 

the poor abused car had been 

wrecked twice, painted twice (red 
then Black/silver), lost its hardtop 

and been used for off-road hill 

climbs. Owner #2 had lost his li-

cense & insurance and because he 

was not yet 21 years old, the own-

er’s dad said SELL it.  

To add insult to injury, when we 

went to look at the car, my brother 

sat on the LF fender and cracked a 

bad previous repair.  Oh well, the 

rule is “you break it, you bought 
it”.  BUT, it was a Corvette & it 

was MINE.  

Taking the car home proved inter-

esting because my dad insisted it 

was going back. I had to remind 

him that I was 21 & it was paid 
for.   

Old Red became my daily driver 

during the week & being fixed /

repaired on weekends.  By the 

time I was drafted in May 1970, it 

was not only dependable transpor-

tation, Old Red had been stripped, 
repaired & repainted Honduras 

maroon, a black interior, a short-

block transplant and I had re-

trieved her hardtop.  

Dad took care of her for me during 

Basic Training then, during AIT 

from July thru Dec 1970, we were 

the only enlisted man/Corvette 
team at Fort Sill, OK (gas was 

$0.25/Gal, honest!!).   

I drove home and stored her till 

returning from Germany in Jan 

1972. In Feb 1972, I bought a new 

’72 Corvette coupe as a driver and 
began stripping the ’60 again for a 

new silver paint job. In Sept 1972 

I traded the ’72 for a new car for 

my wife-to-be, Stef, and went back 

to Old Red as my daily driver. For 

the next few years, with 9.00 x 15 
snow tires in winter, she became 

one of the best snow cars I’ve ever 

driven.  

50 Years with Old Red 

1968-70 repaint 

File photo—As delivered 
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By 1986, she was so tired it was 

time to completely disassembly her 

for a complete restoration. So, with 
the body-off under a tarp outside, 

the rolling chassis in the garage 

and take-off parts bagged/tagged 

& boxed, she sat for a year. 

 With a wife, 2 kids and a new 

house & wondering where to get 

the money to finish the car, one 
Sunday morning at 7 AM a guy 

knocked on the door, wanted to 

buy the car and offered the price of 

a complete running Corvette for it. 

He was planning a full professional 
restoration.  The car & parts were 

all gone to owner #4 by 9 AM Mon-

day before the banks opened.   

Owner #4 completed the restora-

tion in 1996, looking just the way 

she left St Louis in 1959. However, 

by 2003 with only 3000 miles in 7 
years on the odometer, owner # 4 

got tired of trying to start an under

-utilized trailer queen, so he traded 

it for a new 2003 Trailblazer at Ea-

gle Chevrolet.  My next door neigh-

bor, a salesman at Eagle, asked if I 
might be interested. The car he 

described sounded very familiar so 

I asked, “Did owner #4 trade it in.” 
He answered, “Yes. How did you 

know?” 

Long story short, in Oct 2003 my 

first car was delivered back to the 

same garage it occupied in 1987 

except she looked a whole lot bet-
ter. Making her roadworthy & de-

pendable after years of inactivity 

was quite a project in itself.  

My old roman red chariot has con-

tinued to be a work in progress.   

Every mile is a memory, spanning 

from before draft lottery night to 

Fort Sill along Route 66 to college 

graduation to our wedding & hon-

eymoon to ice cream at the local 

drive-in with the kids all the way 

to retirement. I can’t imagine it 

a n y  o t h e r  w a y ,                                                                                                               

Bill Huffman 

 

 

50 Years with Old Red—continued 

Coming Home 2003 

Old Red with Proud Papa 



  

6 

Welcome to the Michigan Chapter  

SOLID AXLE CORVETTE CLUB  

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan Chapter SACC Membership or Renewal Application - 2018 New___ Renewal___  

Michigan Chapter Membership requires membership in the National SACC organization.  

For record keeping: MI SACC collects both National and Chapter dues and submits your National dues to SACC National.  

          1 year   3 years  

2018 Michigan Chapter SACC dues @ $15.00 a year:     $15.00.   $40.00  

Michigan Chapter SACC windshield decals: ____ decals @ $5.00 each:   ________  ______  

National SACC yearly dues, renewable December  1st :     $35.00 *  $100.00*  

         Total :_________  ________  

*SACC National and MI SACC offer one year or three year dues options.  

Chapter dues include our quarterly Chapter Newsletter “Michigan”  

National Membership includes the quarterly magazine “On Solid Ground”  

SACC National publishes an annual membership & roadside assistance roster. The roster contains names, 
phone numbers, city & state, but no street address. It also has a field to indicate that you are willing to help if a 
traveling SACC member needs roadside assistance in your area.  

If you do not want your name listed in the roster initial here: ________  

If you do not want to participate in the road side assistance program initial here: ________  

FAILURE TO INITIAL ABOVE INDICATES YOUR PERMISSION TO BE LISTED IN THE ROSTER.  

If you are a new member: SACC National will send you a National membership number separately.  

If you are an existing National member please insert your National membership #____________  

  

Please make checks payable to: MI SACC and mail to:  Paul Lemieux 

       MI SACC Treasurer  

       403 Loris Lane 

       Oxford, MI 48371  

Questions: jplvet9@gmail.com  

Applicant Name ________________________________________________Applicant:_________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip:__________________  

Home phone ________________________________________Work/Cell: ___________________________________________  

E-Mail _____________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________________  

Corvettes presently owned - please include the VIN # for all C-1’s  

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ _________________________________ ___________  

I will enjoy participating in these club activities: Driving tours_____ Get away weekends ________  

Museum tours ___ Historic site/shop tours ___ Car Shows ___ Tech sessions ___ Race events___  

Newsletter Contributions ___ Tour/Event Planning ___ Other________________________________  

Suggestions for events or cruise _______________________________________________________  

I would be interested in assisting with the 2019 SACC Convention in the Detroit area Yes____ No____  

I am currently a member of the following automotive clubs/organization _____________________  
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Solid Axle Corvette Club 
   

The Solid Axle Corvette Club is for enthusiasts who drive and show 

America’s first sports car., our beloved C1’s. The Solid Axle Corvette 

Club invites you to share our enthusiasm and dedication to the Solid 

Axle Corvettes, and to enjoy the fellowship of our members. 

SACC is the initials of the Solid Axle Corvette Club. So, just what is a 

solid axle Corvette? The rear axle housing on all 1953 to 1962 Cor-

vettes was a one-piece shell. The rear differential (rear gears) and 

the axles were mounted within this rear axle housing. (The rear axle 

housing is sometimes called a solid [or straight] axle housing.) 

Beginning with the 1963 model year, Corvettes had an independent 

rear suspension (IRS). The rear differential is built into the center 

housing: universal joints and short shafts (called jack shafts) trans-

fer power to the rear wheels. Each rear wheel reacts independently 

to the road surface, and has earned the nickname "rubber axle". 

The Solid Axle Corvette Club (SACC) is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the preservation, care, history, and enjoyment of the 

1953 to 1962 Corvettes. Ours is a family oriented club with member-

ship covering all members of your family. You do not need to own a 

Corvette to join.  

Michigan Chapter SACC   
2018 Volunteers 

President:  Bill Huffman  

             2200 N Sandstone Road,  

 Jackson, MI 49201  

             swh73@comcast.net  

Vice Pres:  Tom Gamache  

             45451 Augusta Drive,  

 Canton, MI 48188  

             tsgama22@comcast.net  

Secretary:  Cheryl Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            cheryllemieux9@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Paul Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            jplvet9@gmail.com 

Editor:  Sue & Dave Ruby  

           30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

 Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

            druby@comcast.net  

Tech Advisor:      Harry Jones  

        2056 Fox Glen Court,  

 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304  

          choochooharry@comcast.net  

  

Primary Business Address 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

questions to:  

Lucy Badenhoop, SACC NATIONAL 

P.O. Box 2288  

N. Highlands, CA 95660-8288  

badenhoop@comcast.net  

 

Michigan membership dues, inquiries and 
corrections to the address list should be 
directed to the Treasurer:  

Paul Lemieux 

403 Loris Lane 

Oxford, MI 48371 

jplvet9@gmail.com 

 

Membership renewal and  application 
form on previous page. 

 

 

The Michigan is the quarterly newsletter 
for the Michigan Chapter of the Solid 
Axle Corvette Club and is published four 
times yearly (Spring, Summer, Fall & 
Winter). It is published in PDF format, e-
mailed to members in good standing. 

Membership in the Michigan Chapter is 
open only to members of the parent 
organization, the Solid Axle Corvette 
Club. The Solid Axle Corvette Club is a 
non-profit organization, serving mem-
bers with an interest in 1953—1962 
model year Corvettes. Ownership of a 
Solid Axle or any Corvette is not neces-
sary to become a member of the organi-
zation.  

The newsletter provides a forum for 
members to communicate with other 
members. As a result, the newsletter will 
often contain member opinions. Those 
opinions should not be construed as an 
endorsement by Michigan SACC or the 
parent organization, SACC. 

 

 

Direct National SACC Membership 

 

Please submit articles for publication to 
the editor. Generally, articles for publica-
tion should follow the broad theme of any-
thing of interest to the Solid Axle Corvette 
community”. Suggested items for publication 
would include how-to articles, parts infor-

mation, performance issues, scheduled 
events, restoration or repair information, 
and personal stories.  

The Michigan Newsletter editor can 
be reached at:  

Dave and Sue Ruby, Editor  

Michigan  Chapter of SACC  

30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

cell: 248-514-2677  

druby@comcast.net  

Road Rules 


